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8                    GEORGE DEWEY

Not long ago in Woodstock, Vermont, where I
spend my summers, the judge of the district court
there invited me to sit on the bench with him and
see how the cases were conducted. I answered him
that I already had a pretty good idea of court pro-
ceedings in Woodstock from personal experience, for
the docket of the old court-house in Woodstock re-
cords the following in expression of the view that
might be taken of a school-boy's pranks in a staid
academy town in the early fifties:

WINDSOR COUNTY COURT
Dec. Term, 1854.

THE STATE                      CONVERSE & BASSETT

vs.                                                For COMSTALK.

LLOYD E. BOWERS,
GORDON S. HUBBARD,
DANIEL COMSTALK,
GEORGE DEWEY and
MARTIN V. B. WASSON.

As will be seen, Cornstalk was the only one of
us who had a lawyer. The five culprits had stood
outside the window of a room where hymns were
being sung and broken up the meeting by a rival
concert of our own, made up mostly of negro mel-
odies. Life in that school provided us with little
relaxation. The very insistence of the authorities
on continual study in a solemn manner was bound
to awaken the spirit of mischief. Our invention of
a means of amusement to make up for the absence regular military drill.
